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Marriage is the union of two people who arrive at the altar toting some surprisingly large luggage.

Often it gets opened right there on the honeymoon, sometimes it waits for the week after. The Bible

calls it sin and understanding its influence can make all the difference for a man and woman who

are building a life together. When Sinners Say "I Do" is about encountering the life-transforming

power of the gospel in the unpredictable journey of marriage.Dave's writing style embraces the

reader as he speaks honestly, and sometimes humorously, about sin and the power of the gospel to

overcome it. He opens the delightful truth of God s word and encourages the reader to see more

clearly the glorious picture of what God does when sinners say "I do."A DVD series of When

Sinners Say "I Do" is also available.
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A person does not have to be married for long to realize that marriage is a lot more difficult than it

may seem. Certainly it is a lot more difficult than God intended for it to be. With the fall into sin came

the rise of the self, with the loss of perfection came the dominance of sin. Even the best marriages

are now tainted by sin, by selfishness, by a distinct lack of love. Every marriage represents the

joining of two sinners. Though they love each other, they fight constantly to love each other as much

as they know they should.While the shelves at bookstores, both Christian and mainstream, are

groaning under the weight of books dealing with marriage, few of these books offer assistance with

the root of all of the problems we encounter in our relationships. Few of them get to the heart of the

matter, looking deep into the human heart and prescribing the biblical cure. Into this void steps Dave



Harvey with his book When Sinners Say "I Do,", a book that is justly garnering much positive

attention. C.J. Mahaney says it "provides clarity in conflict, hope in despair, and points the way to a

joy-filled, God glorifying marriage." Jerry Bridges says it "will be helpful for any married couple

whether they've been married five weeks or fifty years." And Randy Alcorn calls it "a wonderful

book" that is "honest, refreshing, practical, and above all biblical." What has inspired these glowing

endorsements is the book's focus on the harsh reality of sin and the beautiful reality of grace.When

Sinners Say "I Do" is a book that focuses a lot of attention on sin. In fact, the first half of the book

focuses predominantly on this topic. This may seem unnecessary to some and even depressing to

others, but to ignore sin is to ignore one of the greatest human realities.

As a licensed counselor, I have read more than my share of books on managing emotions and

relationships. Unfortunately they are all the same. Sure they each have a slightly different take.

Some even include their own unique Venn diagrams of emotional issues and how they relate to

physical boundaries. Even the Christian books simply take what everyone else has already done

and add a dash of Scripture, especially the latter part of Ephesians for flavor.So when a friend told

me that she had read a fantastic book on marriage, I have to admit I had a generous level of

skepticism. I trust her judgment so thought to myself, "What's the harm?" Perceiving my reservation,

she sat me down and read a few pages from the first chapter. My curiosity sparked, I graciously

borrowed her copy.MARRIAGE: POWERED BY THE GOSPELIn his book When Sinners Say "I

Do": Discovering the Power of the Gospel for Marriage, Dave Harvey essentially redefines marriage

for Christians. It has often been said that there is so much planning that goes into the wedding itself,

that new couples often forget about everything after the honeymoon. Even the most diligent of

Christian couples who want to follow every piece of advice do their premarital counseling, get to

know each others' parents, and may even ask their blessing.Captivated by the vision they are

starring at, it is easy for the bride and groom to completely miss when the minister says, "What God

had joined together, let no man separate."Wait, what God had joined together? Did they not decide

to get married?The Bible is very clear, that the sanctity of marriage is the way that marriage draws

us to Him.
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